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AHIMSA NEVER FAILS
The following correspondence between a European Mend
and Gandhiji is published for general information:
The European friend writes :
"After carefully studying Roy Walker's thrilling story of
your admirable work (Sword, of Gold} I was satisfied that, life-
long as your struggle for non-violence had been, your
unlimited devotion had met with, success, at least as
far as India's leaders and masses were concerned, and the
fact that Britain retired from India in apparent goodwill and
friendship, seemed to bear out the hope that appreciation of
non-violence was no longer restricted to your own country.
The first breach into the thick walls of violence seemed made,
and the prospects for humanity seemed to have grown more
lucid than ever.
" All the more depressing were your recent confessions, as
reported in the last edition of Peace News by George LI. Davis,
It grieves me to the heart to read that you had never experienc-
ed the dark despair that was today within you. And though
it is certainly true that God does not demand success but truth
and love from a man, it is a sad sight to behold mankind as,
deeply entangled by violence as not to yield to the vast extent
of soul-force and self-sacrifice given by you and your few friends
during a long life.
" However, willingly admitting as I do that you are in a far
better position to look into the heart of things than I am, I
cannot believe that your heroic efforts should be lost upon
mankind, that the good seed you have so untiringly sown ia aH
your surroundings, by your words as well as by your example,.
should be wasted.
" Be that as it may, I for one (and I am sure 1 speak the
heart of untold millions) feel it my bounden duty to express
my deepest gratitude to you for giving the whole of your life to
what you felt to be the one way to salvation for mankind."
Gandhiji's reply runs thus :
"I have not seen the report you refer to. In any eas%
whatever I have said does not refer in any way to the failure
of ahimsa, but it refers to my failure to recognize, until it was
too late, that what I had mistaken for ahlmm was not
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